




PRELUDE

Reader,

These poems are a result of testimonies, most of them sec-

ond hand, that have come to me from different sources con-

cerning the May 22nd tornado in Joplin, Missouri.

I have to say through all the years of writing poetry I have

never experienced such a mixture of emotions. On the surface

heartbreak and grief seemed to rule the day; But as these testi-

monies kept coming to me, revelations of the inner beauty of the

human spirit began to surface and prevail and I was reminded of

what Jesus said, "In the world you will have tribulations. But be

of good cheer, I have overcome the world."

In the process of writing these poems I often wept: But it's

been my experience when tears come it's a sure sign Jesus is

ministering through these poems. They sure ministered to this

writer; and reader, my prayer is that they will minister to you as

well.

Remember, nothing is ever lost in Jesus.

With all the love that is in me, 

Sam Weaver



The tornados coming
We can't stay where we are 

Oh son we must
Get out of the car

Jesus be our shelter 
Keep us from harm 

And give us protection 
In the midst of this storm

We're out now but oh God 
The cars leaving the ground 
Now praise God in it's place 

It's going back down

The winds are raging 
Oh Lord give us grace 
And hold that car fast 

Firmly in it's place

The winds are calming 
It's eerily quite

And darkness is giving 
Way to the light

The mother wondered why 
They weren't crushed and dead 

And that's when her little
Boy spoke up and said

The butterfly people 
Couldn't you see them 
They held the car down 

Against that monster wind

Written June 12, 2011

The Butterfly People

Psalm Chapter 91, Verse 11.
He shall give 

His angels charge over you.



I looked out my window 
And saw it out there 
The tornados so big 

Lord do I have a prayer

The winds are howling 
My God they're so strong 

Oh Jesus help me
Help me to hold on

I felt prayers coming 
And it strengthened me 
To know how to stand 

Against this enemy

NO!!! you can't have me 
I know you're alive

Your clutching hands will 
Not cause me to die

I feel your heartbeat 
Dark, black, and cold 
But you can't have me 

My God will break your hold

The battle raged on
God how the winds blew

But Jesus in the end
I know brought me through

This reporter reports
Through prayers and through grace 

Jesus has spared me so
I could finish my race

Written June 13, 2011

This Reporter Reports
Inspired By Jordan Aubey

Hebrews Chapter 13, Verse 5.
Jesus will never leave

or forsake you.
Nahum Chapter 9, Verse 3.
The Lord has His way in the
whirlwind and in the storm.
2nd Corinthians Chapter 4,

Verses 8, 9. 
We are hard pressed on every
side, yet not crushed: we are
perplexed, but not in despair,
persecuted, but not forsaken:

struck down, but not destroyed.



One prayer full cry
I prayed in Jesus name 

On that fateful day 
The tornado came

Get in the bath tub
I always heard it said 

But if that had been my 
Choice I would be dead

Daughter don't go there 
I heard through my fear 
Come into your closet 

You'll be safe here

The tornado came closer 
On it's destructive route 

And mercifully
Soon I blacked out

When I awoke in the 
Midst of waste and stubble 

I knew I had been in 
God's protective bubble

For in my bathtub a 
Beam had fallen in 

Which surly would have 
Brought my life to an end

Jesus translated me 
My clothing was dry 

And my life was spared 
Through one prayer full cry

Written June 14, 2011

One Prayer Full Cry
Inspired  By Delores Talbot

Luke Chapter 7, Verse 50.
Daughter your faith has saved

you. Go in peace.
Ephesians Chapter 2, Verse 8.

For by grace you have been
saved, through faith. 
It is the gift of God.



What a tragedy 
It seems to be 

Unless you can look 
At it spiritually

You can't have children 
She heard for so long 
It just can't happen

You have to much wrong

Then what a miracle 
When pregnancy came 

It could only have come 
Through faith in Jesus name

A little girl
She was so proud of 
How close they were 
In their bond of love

Then the tornado 
Took them both away 

Then why was she born 
Human logic will say

She had to be born
To connect Jesus' bond 

So it could extend 
Eternally Beyond

At the very instance 
They both left the earth 

An everlasting love
Was there's through rebirth

Written June 19, 2011

An Everlasting Love

Ecclesiastes Chapter 3, Verse 11.
He has made everything beautiful

in it's time. He has also set
eternity in their heart.

Jeremiah Chapter 31, Verse 3.
I have loved thee 

with an everlasting love. 
Matthew Chapter 22, Verse 32.
God is not the God of the dead,

but of the living.



The night patrol 
On Joplin roads 

What a mixture of 
Emotions it holds

It's a policeman's 
Duty to protect

But during that ride 
Mercy and truth met

Going down each block 
In each and every turn 

I asked Jesus to
Help me to discern

To pray the right words
As I road through the dark 

Then continually
I prayed from my heart

The best I knew how 
With a steady flow

I prayed my heart out 
On that night patrol

Then darkness gave way 
To the morning light 

Time had flown so fast
As I prayed all night

I did my night patrol 
I rode to protect

But this time in a way 
I didn't expect

Written June 21, 2011

The Night Patrol

Psalm 85, Verse 10.
Mercy and truth have met together:

Righteousness and peace have
kissed each other.

INSPIRED BY 
MICHELLE WILSON



Watchman, watchman 
How far gone is the night 

Is an end to darkness 
Anywhere in sight

Jesus Your watchmen wait 
Looking for the dawn 

Lord why is it that
The night is so long

Where's the morning light 
Why does it not come 
It's far past midnight 

When will night be done

The watchman's answer 
Listen for it's true 

Light draws unto light 
When Jesus' light's in You

Jesus said it plain
I know who are mine 

For in the night seasons 
Like candles they shine

If you have the light 
Of Jesus God's Son 
Even in darkness 

Your light has come

Written February 19, 2011

How Far Gone is the Night

New American Standard. 

Isaiah Chapter 21, Verse 11.

Watchman, watchman, 

how far gone is the night.

Psalm 116 Verse 15.

Precious in the sight of the Lord 

is the death of His saints.



Joy comes in the morning
Lord let the night end

And bring Joplin’s morning
Back to her again

Joplin has become
A valley of weeping
But God’s covenant

Of faith she’s keeping

Oh Jesus use Joplin’s
Great faith and great heart

To put back together
What was torn apart

Wipe away her tears
With your loving hand

And heal her broken heart
As only You can

Let her hear from her
Loved ones that have died

From heavenly realms
Where they now reside

Comfort her displaced
Let them know You’re near

Be their covering
Take away their fear

Joy comes in the morning
Lord let the night end

And bring Joplin’s morning
Back to her again

Written May 24, 2011

Joy Comes in the Morning

Psalms 30, Verse 45
Weeping may endure for a night,
But joy comes in the morning.



There's little left 
Of what was there 

Where life flourished has 
Become bleak and bare

But in destructions path
It comes into sight 

Hallowed Be Thy Name 
Am I seeing right

Yes it's written out 
For all to see

Words that turn defeat 
Into victory

The prince of the air
No doubts wants to kill 
But the power in these 

Words says peace be still

They go beyond flesh 
And gives God the praise 
Because they're sovereign

And through them God can raise

Joplin these words are 
Your clarion call

And once you embrace them 
You can never fall

In one accord
With one heart the same 
Let these words go forth 
Hallowed be thy name

Written June 18, 2011

Hallowed Be Thy Name

Matthew Chapter 8, Verses 9-13.
THE LORD'S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven. 
Hallowed be thy name.



To Jesus' promise
St John’s remained true 

When the Lord said 
I'll never leave you

A place of healing
And mercy no doubt 
Almost blown away 

Knocked down but not out

Refusing to die 
But to carry on 

This is the story 
Of Joplin's St John’s

Their commitment 
Never skipped a beat 
Because they simply 

Would not admit defeat

Using makeshift tents 
As a haven

Even though hit hard 
Lives they kept saving

Joplin can you feel 
How Jesus is near 

Because St John's love 
Overrode all fear

To Jesus' promise
St John’s remained true 

When the Lord said 
I'll never leave you

Written June 20, 2011

Joplin’s St. John’s

Hebrews Chapter 13, Verse 5.
I will never leave you 

nor forsake you. 
John Chapter 21, 
Verses 15, 16, 19.
Feed My lambs. 

Tend My sheep. FOLLOW ME!!!



Hope does not disappoint 
On it we can build

For in hope the promises 
Of God are fulfilled

The tornado blew
Joplin High School down 
But their sign still stands 
In it's place on the ground

Two letters were left 
On this high school sign 
But two would be added 

In a very short time

Hope was the result 
That came to be

A confession that makes 
Doubtful shadows flee

In that one word that sign's 
A proclamation

And a irreversible 
Declaration

That says Jesus is 
Waiting to heal 

And hope means simply 
To believe He will

Hope does not disappoint  
On it we can build

For in hope the promises 
Of God are fulfilled

Written June 18, 2011

Hope

Romans Chapter 5, Verses 5, 6.
Now hope does not disappoint,

because the love of God has been
poured out in our hearts

by the Holy Spirit who was
given to us. For when we 

were still without strength 
in due time Jesus Christ 

died for the ungodly.



In a very 
Unexpected way 

Lord Jesus what courage 
We saw on display

A little humor
God's word says it works 

Like a medicine
It comforts our hurts

Split level for sale 
That was pretty good 
Considering one level 

Was a pile of wood

Written in the rubble 
Where their house once set 

They had to reach deep 
To come up with that

Faith is the substance 
Of things hoped for 

And their humor will 
Help them win the war

Lord they know the truth 
They simply have to 
For humor like this 

Comes only from You

In a very 
Unexpected way 

Lord Jesus what courage 
We saw on display

Written June 20, 2011

Courage On Display

Proverbs 17, Verse 22. 
A merry heart does good, 

like a medicine.
Matthew Chapter 8, Verse 10. As-

suredly I say to you, I have
not found such great faith.



Mark why do you do it 
You really don't have to 

We just don't understand 
Why you do what you do

How do you explain love 
I don't know that I can 
But I love these people
Every woman and man

Their innocence is 
So beautiful to me 

For the best in people 
Is all they ever see

This poem is about 
A man named Mark 
Who to many people 

Was a light in the dark

Mark had in his charge 
Patients with down syndrome 

Till the Joplin tornado
Came and took them home

Mark lies unconscious 
And still doesn't know 

Oh Jesus I pray
Bring peace to Mark's soul

Surly this man named Mark 
Is Your precious gem

And his love and mercy 
Will come back to him

Written June 28, 2011

A Man Named Mark
Inspired By Mark Lindquist

Matthew Chapter 5, Verse 7.

Blessed are the merciful. 

For they shall obtain mercy.



At your word alarms 
Go forth and people flee 

And that's why I'm writing 
This ode for all to see

Storm chasers you are 
Heroes of this rhyme 

Because you have bought 
Many precious time

Are you thrill seekers 
Well that's what some say 
But you have kept many 

Out of harms way

For whatever reason 
You do what you do 
I praise God your 

Commitment stays true

Oh how dangerous
When tornadoes touch down 

And right before you 
Comes to the ground

Yes with the dangers 
You love to flirt

But you're always first 
To give the alert

At your word alarms 
Go forth and people flee 

And that's why I'm writing 
This ode for all to see

Written June 1 2011

An Ode to Storm Chasers
Joplin Thanks You

1 Corinthians Chapter 3, Verse 13.
Each one's work will become clear: 

for the day will declare it, 
because it will be revealed by fire; 

and the fire will test each 
one's work, of what sort it is.



What makes a hero 
The answers unknown 

Because that's an answer 
That is God's alone

The tornado's gone 
Joplin's in trouble 
People are trapped 
Under the rubble

Out of no where 
They seem to appear 

Acting on instinct 
They put aside fear

Compassion and love 
Is all they see

And all thought of danger 
For the moment flee

Heroes of Joplin
Praise God they're still there 

Just look around you 
They're everywhere

Bound and determined 
In Jesus to win

Yes, praise God for the 
Heroes of Joplin

What makes a hero 
The answer's unknown 

Because that's an answer 
That is God's alone

Written July 8, 2011

Heroes of Joplin

Hebrews Chapter 6, Verse 10. 

For God is not unjust to forget your

work and labor of love which you

have shown toward His name, in

that you have ministered to the

saints, and do minister.

John Chapter 15, Verse 13. 

No greater love.

John Chapter 17, Verse 21. 

That they all may be one.



Can you see it there
In the Joplin sky

God’s covenant promise
That cannot die

As sure as God’s word
Is true we know it’s so
God’s covenant’s there

In Joplin’s Double Rainbow

Our spirit war seems
To go on and on

And our flesh cries out
Oh Jesus how long

Prisoners of hope
That’s what we are

But that rainbow reminds
Us who wins the war

Joplin beyond
The grief and strife
Is the high priest
Of an endless life

And what seems to be
Lost naturally

In Jesus is restored
Eternally

Can you see it there
In the Joplin sky

God’s covenant promise
That cannot die

Written May 27, 2011

Joplin’s  Double Rainbow

Genesis Chapter 9, Verses 13-17.
I set My rainbow in the cloud, 
and it shall be for the sign of 
the covenant between Me and
the earth. God said to Noah, 
the rainbow is the sign of 

the covenant between 
Me and all flesh. 

Hebrews Chapter 7, Verses 11-28. 
God made Jesus the 

high priest of an endless life.
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