By Sam Weaver

(Inspired By And Dedicated To William A. Lenz)

You Were First In War And First in Peace

First in war and first in peace
William Lenz that fits you
For your past and present
Story tells me it’s true

I'll never forget

When we met at Wal-Mart
Where | was so blessed

To give you a bookmark

For poem bookmarks | give
Out as a salute

To Veterans

As a tribute

| saw your Veteran’s

Cap upon your head

And the word purple heart
| quickly read

Then you said I've seen
This bookmark before

And from this point our talk
Became an open door

| gave you a book
You gave me a card
Which | studied
Very long and hard

Matthew Chapter 25; Verse 21
Well done good and faithful servant.

My questions took you back
To times distant and far

Where | found out you led men

In the Vietnam war

You were wounded twice
Before you got out
That’s what the purple
Hearts were about

You were a Lt. Colonel

That rose through the ranks
You served for forty years
And | gave you my thanks

Then for fourteen years
You taught ROTC

At a high school called
McDonald County

We live near this school
And | just can’t resist
Saying we never knew

A hero lived in our midst

First in war and first in peace
William Lenz that fits you
For your past and present
Story tells me it’s true



